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SO THIS 
IS YAGYU 


SEKISHUSAI... 














v7] SO YOU 
THINK YOU 
CAN CUT 


AML 
TAKEZO?! 





AY 


A 
\ . 














I COULD 
KILL HIM. 


























GINGTTLIVENT TO SERATEH ONES BACK: 
NOT MEANT FOR ONE'S 


& HAT, WAS A 
HE'S TOTALLY 2° COINCIDENCE. 
UNGHARD F 


HE CAN'T 
DOA 
THING... 











NNGH... 






/ #99 Son of the 
_ Invincible | 








I HAVENT 
MOVED A 


MUSCLE... i: 











BE THAT HE 
SENSED MY 
BLOODTHIRST?/ 





























DO NOT BE 
DISTRACTED. 


THE SON 
OF THE 
INVINCIBLE. 


I AM THE 
MIGHTIEST 
OF ALL. 

























YOSHIOKA 
KEMPO OF 


KEMPO KYOTO... 


WON ONE 
BOUT AGAINST 
ME--QUITE AN 
IMPRESSIVE 
FEAT. 








HE DOES 
-/ INDEED MERIT 
THE TITLE, 
“UNRIVALED 
THROUGHOUT 
THE LAND.” 


















AFTER THAT 
FIRST ROUND, 
I WON TWO 
CONSECUTIVE 
ROUNDS 


aonst || (TM JUST 
P f = / A COUNTRY 

Pos BUIMPKIN FROM 
SAKUSHO. I 

COULDNT HELP 

BUT BE A BIT 
NERVOUS IN 


/ 

' 

GREATNESS / 
Woy 








“MARTIAL 
ARTIST-- 
INVINCIBLE 
UNDER THE 
SUN!” 























WHY DO 
I WANT TO 
BECOME 

INVINCIBI 





WHAT 
DOES IT 
MEAN TO BE 
INVINCIBLE...2/ 





























I CUT 
DOWN A 
SWORDSMAN 
NAMED 
ARIMA KIHEI 























WHAT 
DOES IT 
MEAN TO BE 
INVINCIBLE...? 








CUT 
OFF THE 
HEAD OF THE 
CLAN AND I 
WIN, RIGHT? 


I SINGLE- 
HANDEDLY 
TOOK ON THE 
ENTIRE CASTLE 
AND I'VE MANAGED 
TO COME THIS 





TO BE 
INVINCIBLE... 





KILL OR 
BE KILLED-- 
THAT'S WHAT 
ITS ALL 
ABOUT, ISN'T 
IT? 








A il 
; We 


“SWIMMING 
IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
AN OCEAN...” 

























































HE'S A 
COLOSSAL 
MOUNTAIN... 











INVINCIBLE 








INVINCIBLE! 


IS MY 
EQUAL! 
I AM 
MUNISAL/! 








HAUNTED 
BY HIS 
OWN NAME-- 
MUNISAL “THE 
UNEQUALED.” 


BY HIS 
TITLE-ggT HE 
INVINCIBLE.” 








HE 
CLOSED OFF 
THE WHOLE 
WIDE WORLD 

AROUND 

HIM. 





HE EVEN 

. i SHUNNED 
THIRST...” AND FEARED 

HIS OWN 


NCOUNTER| 
AGAINST 


YOU. 





Sessaaagseer 








IS THE REAL 
THING. 











MUNISAI 
THE 
UNEQUALED 
HN 














YAGYO 
SEKISHOSAI 
enol 

















HOW 
CAN YOU 
SLEEP?! 











Mt 


t 


hy 


Hifi’ 


Hii 
4 Mh 


“HAPBENED ac 
 HAPPE! 
wight? 












































- THAT 
THE WORDS 
OF MASTER 

ISE ARE 
APPROPRIATE 














AS IF HE 
WERE BEING 
CRUSHED... 











MUSASHI 
ALSO WANTED 
TO STAY BY 
THE OLD 
MAN'S SIDE 
FOREVER. 





















HE LIKED 
THIS OLD 
MAN. 


















THIS 
ISN'T VERY 
AMUSING, 
HYOGO. 





HE'S ILL AND 
BEDRIDDEN... 





MUSASHI 
FOUND 
HIMSELF 
FEELING 
CONFLICTED. 











é 


HEN, 









2: + 102|The 
Infinite 
Universe 



































SHALL 
RETURN...// 








ITS BEEN 
FOUR YEARS 
SINCE I LEFT 
MY VILLAGE... 





IVE ‘ 
EXPERIENCED 
A NUMBER OF 
FORMIDABLE 


CONVINCED I 
WAS MAKING 
PROGRESS... 























IN 
COMPARISON 
TO THE 
GRANDNESS... 





..OF THE 
INVINCIBLE 
YAGYO 
SEKISHOSAI... 


wl AM 
NOTHING// 





RIGHT 
Now, TM 
INCAPABLE 
OF UNDER- 
STANDING 
WHAT THAT 

REALLY 
MEANS... 


I AM 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI, A 
RONIN FROM 

SAKUSHO. 





HOWEVER, 


HE IS 
INDEED 
IMPRESSIVE. 




















MEAN TO BE 
INVINCIBLE 
on? 








INVINCIBLE... 














“INVINCIBLE... 


TO BE 
INVINCIBLE. 










THE 
THE MORE YOU 
SQUINT YOUR THINK 


EYES IN YY 
DESPERATION rhs 
TO SEE... Ki 











.-THE MORE 
OBSCURED 
THE ANSWER 
BECOMES. 








“IF SOMETHING'S 
TOO OBSCURE 
TO SEE...” 





DO YOU 
SEE HOW 
INFINITE 
YOU ARE? 























“he if fe ® 


(SHODA'S FEELING DISGRLINTLED.) 


IF HE GETS 
CAUGHT... 


BESIDES, THE 
YAGYO WILL 
PROBABLY 
TAKE BETTER 
CARE OF HIM 
THAN I EVER 
COULD. 





THAT'S 
ALL IT 
TOOK FOR 
ME TO LOSE 
MY NERVE. 


BUT I 
WAS UNABLE 
TO LEAVE 
MY LIFE 
BEHIND... 


RECOIL IN 
FEAR WHEN 
HE WAS JUST 

PLAYING 
AROUND...2 


THAT 
OLD MAN 
DISPLAYED 
ONLY AN 

INSTANT OF 
BLOODTHIRST... 


I WENT 
IN PREPARED 
FOR A TRUE 


ARE BEYOND 


I WASN'T 
ABLE TO 
COMPREHEND 
THE TOTALITY 
OF HIS 





“THE 
MORE YOU 
SQUINT YOUR 

EYES IN 
DESPERATION WHAT 
TO SEE...” 


DID I GAIN 
FROM COMING 
HERE TO 
THE YAGYU? 


NOTHING... 














2 BUT, 
YOU'VE § 
PACKED. 

YOUR 























I WANT TO TOUCH 
THAT FAIR FACE. 

















THERE HAVE 
TO BEA 
DRIED OUT 
WELL RIGHT 
HERE?! 








| UP\ BEING |} 
BANDONED 



























































HMPH/ 
IT'S 


MORNING 
ALREADY. 













































































“NOW THEN, 
HYOGO, HOW 
WILL YOU 
COUNTER 















































FIGHTING 


ME 
NEXT/! 

















SWORD. THAT ERA 
IS COMING TO 
AN END. 


PS 


YET THE 
STYLE OF 
SWORDSMANSHIP- 
ONLY SEEMS TO 


BE THRIVING 


STRONGER WITH 
HYOGONOSIIKE 
AS HEIR. 


Re 
an 
Waele 
AN Xo x > 
cake 

. 
sae! 


Kn . 

nN N Ue 
PROS eS 
is 

Ne lees 





HIS 
SWORD SHALL 
APPEASE THE 

















THERE WERE 
EVEN RUMORS 
AFLOAT THAT 
THE SEEDS OF 
REBELLION WERE 
PLANTED INSIDE F 
THIS VERY 





WHERE MEN 
OF THE SWORD 
CAME TO 
EXPLORE THE 
INNER DEPTHS 
OF THEIR 
VERY SOULS. 


PRACTICIONERS [#7 


OF ZEN 
MEDITATION 


r, HALLS, SAMURAI 


OUTNUMBERED 

















TAKUAN ALWAYS 
RESPECTED 
MUNEYOSHI 
AS AN 
“OPEN-MINDED 






TAKUAN AND | 
MUNEYOSHI'S 
FIFTH SON, 
MUINENORI, WERE 
ABOUT THE SAME 
AGE AND HAD 
DEVELOPED A 

FRIENDSHIP... 









AFTER 


HEARING ABOUT 


a YOUR ILLNESS 
TMERDLESe I TRAVELED 

as Ever. /\ FROM AFAR TO 

= GET TO THESE 

MOLINTAINS.... 















POINTED 
HIS SWORD 
AT ME WHILE 


WHAT'S 
THIS, 
GRAND- | 
FATHER?! / 

















DISCRETION. 
















THE MEN 
TRIED TO 
KEEP THIS 





MET AN 
INTERESTING 
FELLOW. 

















HE \ 

ENTERED 
THIS 

CASTLE... 





.-AND 
BROKE 
THROUGH 
THE DEFENSES 
OF ALL MY 
\, DISCIPLES... 





















WHO 
WAS THIS 
MAN? 














I HAD 
A DREAM-- 
A VISION OF 
MYSELF AS 
A YOUNG 


LATER, I 
UNDERSTOOD... 








IT WAS 
A VISION OF 
THAT YOUNG 

















HIS 
NAME WAS 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI. 





KNOW OF 
HIM, 
TAKUAN? 





-- BUT / 
THAT BEAST NOW, HE'S 
REKINDLED i i JUST A 
MY YOUTHFUL SA Ve SS WILD BEAST... 








RECKLESS 
AND. 
STIRRING. UP. 
TROUBLE 











eget: RRR 


S 
THE LORD IS FEELING DESPONDENT.) 













b : THIS MORNING 
Ma Wy Be #2) SAW THE FIRST 
FROST OF THE 
= YEAR IN THE 

é Re VALLEY OF THE 
YAGYLL... 



































‘ HYOGONOSLIKE 
ee ae DEPARTED 


ONCE AGAIN... be 

















THEREAFTER 
TAKUAN SOHO 
ALSO LEFT 
THE YAGYU. 


DURING HIS 
TAY WITH THE 
YAGYL TAKUAN 
WAS OFFERED 
THE POSITION 
OF ABBOT OF 

A FAMOUS 

TEMPLE. 








FAREWELL, 
OLD MAN... 


PREFERRING 
THE LIFE OF 
A WANDERING 
MONK, 
TAKUAN 
DECLINED 
THE OFFER. 





PITY THAT 
I MISSED 








EXPRESSES 
HER HEARTFELT 

















Lord Yagyd, 
| hope you 
will allow me 
+o continue 
+0 consider 
you as my 
grandfather. 













age at the ; 


center of 
it alt 
aN 











Baatcrere 


KNEW tee 











Thank 
YOUs 
Takuan. 























y THIS 
*’ HOUSE WILL 
5 ALWAYS 
WELCOME HER 
WITH OPEN 




















TLL PLANT 
SO MANY, THAT 
BY SPRINGTIME, 

WE'LL BE 
SURROUNDED BY 









































a 
f 





HELP ME LOOK ‘Wis: 
FOR HIM JUST 





YOU'RE 
IN LOVE 
WITH MY 
MASTER. 











HOW THAT 
GIRL AT 
WATAYA INN A 





SLOW 
DOWN! WAIT 
FOR ME, 


FIND HIM 
ON YOUR 


TM SURE 
WE'LL FIND 
HIM SO LONG 
AS WE LOOK 
OUT FOR FAMOUS 


IS SEEKING 
OUT STRONG 
SWORDSMEN 

TO FIGHT. 





THERE'S A 
TAVERN! 





FOR 
LEAVING 
You 
BEHIND? 

















HE 
DIDN'T 
LEAVE ME 
BEHIND! 














WE 
JUST GOT 
SEPARATED! 


TM SURE 
HE LOOKED 
FOR ME. HE 

JUST COULDN'T, 

FIND ME/! 





HE 
PATTED ME 
ON THE HEAD 
AND THEN 
HE SAID... 





“LET'S 
BECOME 
STRONGER 
| TOGETHER... 


























TLL 
KILL THAT 
BASTARD... 


THAT 
DAMN 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI!! 


LOOKS 
oi LIKE WE 
p) MAY FIND 
KK HIM SOONER 
LEW THAN WE 


— =. THOUGHT! , 
we 








WE'RE 
”” NOT GOING 
TO LET HIM 
\ GET AWAY 
WITH THIS. 


TRACK THE 
BASTARD 
DOWN AND 
KILL HIM/! 











TARNISH THIS 
SCHOOL'S 
REPUTATION 


YOU SAY 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI 
WAS YOUR 
MASTER?! 


STRONG, ISN'T 
HE?! YOU GUYS 


DESERVED!! 




















LEAVE THE 
yacyol 
WITHOUT | 
LEARNING 











THERE IS 
NO SHAME IN 
BEING DEFEATED 
BY TAKEZ~-LH, I 


DEFEATED BY 
MIYAMOTO 





THAT 
MAN IS MOST 
FORMIDABLE.../ 








HOW 
ARE YOU 
RELATED 
TO LORD 

SEKISHOSAI? 


ACTUALLY 
CHALLENGED 








/ WOULD 
YOU HAPPEN 
TO KNOW 
WHICH WAY 
HE MIGHT 
HAVE 
GONE? 


HE 
SURELY WENT 
OFF TO SEEK 

REPUTABLE 
SWORDSMEN 
. ae SCHOOLS! 


I HOPE 
THE MIGHTY 
yAGyO 
SEKISHOSAI 
WAS 
UNHARMED... 


YOu 
4 THINK HE 
WOULD LOSE 
TO A LONE 
RONIN? 





aw 











WOMAN 


WARRIOR OF | it 


THE YAGYD! © 





THAT WAS \ =. 
IMPRESSIVE, |=. 
oTsil! 





THEY TOLD US 
EVERYWHERE MY | 
MASTER MIGHT'VE |i 

GONE. (| 


aE 

7 WELL 

PROVOKE ANY ¥ : EVERY 

0 MORE FIGHTS. ast 
YOURE NoT | L\ PLACE! fs 
STRONG — a 


WE 
NEED TO 
FIND A PLACE 
TO STAY 
TONIGHT. 


IT = 
LOOKS LIKE 
IT'S GOING fogs 

TO RAIN. 





TM 
GETTING 
TIRED OF | 

WANDERING 


RUMORS 
ABOUT 
SPLIT UP MUSASHI 


AND ALL THE WAY 
SEARO? TO ISE... 





WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYING?! 


" IT WILL BE 
THE NEW 


I HAVE TO 
BE STUCK 














KOJIRO 
WILL 
DEFEAT 
MUSASHI! 


fF you 
HEAR THAT, 





YOU MUST 
KILL OUR 
DESPICABLE 
ENEMY!! 





MATAHACHI'S 
CARRIED 
ME ON HIS 
SO LIGHT, 
MOTHER/! 


ASA 
FEATHER!! 


WHEN 
WAS THE 
LAST 
TIME... 








I THINK 
HE DOESN'T 
REALLY GIVE 

A SECOND 
THOUGHT TO 

MUSASHI 

AND oTsil. 














WHE SAYS HE 
“LIVES BY THE | 
SWORD,” BUT I yf pow BUT T CAN 

STILL HELP 
(( HAVEN'T SEEN ora ee 
= HIM DO ANY | : ; 
g TRAINING. fH | ‘eta ch coe 





[ HAHA HAS \. 
HE'S RIGHT, }) 


COULD HIS 
REPUTATION 4 
HAVE GOTTEN @ 











.-BUT YOUR 
REPUTATION 
HAS...HOW 
/S THAT, 
MATAHACHI? 


CANNOT SEE 
HOW THE 
REPUTATION OF 
“SASAKI KOJIRO” 
WOULD HAVE 
ANYTHING TO 
DO WITH MY 





THE TALK 
AMONGST THE 
ERRANT SAMURAI 
IS THAT HE'S THE 
“RISING DRAGON 
IN THE WORLD 


“SASAKI 
KOJIRO.” 


1 SUPPOSED TO Y 
BE TALKING 
CANT “ABOLIT MY 
BELIEVE | “NEPHEW? 


GET TO BE SO 
FORMIDABLE 
WITHOUT EVER 
DOING ANY 
TRAINING?! 








(| ALWAYS BE 


MATAHACHI 
IF I STAY Z 
WITH THEM. 5, Ly 



































THAT'S 
SO ODD. I 


THOUGHT I 


JUST SAW A 
GIRL OVER 
THERE... 











EXPECT TO ° SASAKI 

ENCOLINTER KOJIRO... 
YOU HERE. HOW /7 l 

FORTUNATE. 








DISAPPOINTED 
YOU REFUSED 
MY CHALLENGE 
IN OSAKA. 








THE FACT 
THAT YOU'RE ON 
THIS MOUNTAIN 
TRAIL IN SUZUKA 

MUST MEAN 
WE'RE HEADED 
FOR THE SAME 

\ OPPONENT. 











MASTER OF 
THE CHAIN \ 
AND SICKLE. j 


: HANS = 


AW 





—= 


HERE TO 
CHALLENGE 
TORAJIRO'S 
CHAIN AND 





AN ERRANT 
SAMURAI 
WOULDN'T BE 
ON THIS TRAIL 
FOR ANY OTHER 


SEEKING A 
MATCH WITH 


TORAJIRO. 
IS 





HOW 
SILLY OF 
ME, I MADE 
A MISTAKE. 
THIS FELLOW 
IS TORAJIRO! 



















MASTER OF 
THE CHAIN 
AND SICKLE 
IS SHISHIDO 
BAIKEN. 






SASAKI 
{ KOJIRO... 








a 
= 
6 
a 
= 





A LONG 
TIME AGO, 
KITABATAKE 
TOMONORI 
GOVERNED 

ISE... 


“YOSHIOKA 
KEMPO OF 
ss KYOTO AND 
4 YAGY( SEKISHOSAI 
e) OF YAMATO 
WERE THE GREAT 
MARTIAL ARTISTS 
OF THE EIROKU | 
ERA... f 


THERE 
ARE MANY 
SWORDSMEN 

HERE IN 

ISE, SIR. 





HOWEVER, 


BOKLUDEN’S SON 


HIKOSHIRO WASN'T 
TALENTED ENOUGH 
TO INHERIT HIS 
FATHER'S SECRET 
i \ TECHNIQUES. 


THE BOKUDEN 
STYLE DID NOT 
FLOURISH IN HIS 
OWN HOMELAND 

TO THE EAST. 


THAT'S 
WHY THERE 
ARE SO MANY 
ACCOMPLISHED 
SWORDSMEN HERE 
IN THIS AREA. 


i IN THE 
EASTERN REGION, 
KAMIIZUMI ISE NO 

KAM! AND TSUKAHARA 

BOKUDEN WERE 
CALLED THE 
TWO SUPREME 
MASTERS... 


HOWEVER, 
KITABATAKE 
TOMONORI SUCCEEDED 
TO BECOME THE 
MASTER OF THE 
BOKUDEN STYLE AND 
IT FLOURISHED 
HERE IN ISE. 

































HE MUST 
BE COLD. 


WOULD EVEN 
THINK TO PUT 


THAT BEAT LIP 'S NOT 
ae WEARING 
THEIR HEAD. 4 

, VERY MICH... 







HIS 
CLOTHES 
ARE IN 
TATTERS... 







p 


HIS HAIR 
IS A MESS. 
LOOKS LIKE HE'S 


NEVER WASHED 
\; [T BEFORE. 


CAN'T 
TELL IF HIS 
‘SKIN'S DARK 
FROM THE 3 


SIR, YOU'RE 
ON YOUR 
WAY TO 

UJI VILLAGE 

IN ANOGO? 


TO SUCH A 
REMOTE 


OF A WEAPON 
CALLED THE 
CHAIN AND 

SICKLE? 


THE 
CHAIN 
AND 
SICKLE? 














About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the bestselling manga SLAM DUNK, with over 
100 million copies in print worldwide. Inoue 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for Manga 
from the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as 
the 2000 Kodansha Award for best manga for his 
work on VAGABOND. Most recently in 2002, 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka award 
for best manga. To date VAGABOND has sold over 
22 millon copies throughout the world. In addition 
to his numerous manga titles, Inoue also created the 
character designs for the PlayStation basketball 
game, ONE ON ONE. 





About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inowe's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASH isa fictional account 
of the life of Miyamato Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
RINGS, was a master of the sword and was revered 
as a “sword-saint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords at once-holding the 
long sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the let. Musashi was also a master of the 
“gentler arts"—he was a master of sui (black ink 
drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURA/ TRILOGY, direct 
ed by Hiroshi Inagaki and staring Toshiro Mitune, 
were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASHI. Inspired 
by the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003 NHK produced the historical period drama, 
‘MUSASHI. Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, this 
drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as 
Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu 








A note on names: 


The names presented within the context of this 
comic are presented in the traditional Japanese 
order—surname, followed by first name, “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashi’s last name and “Musashi” is 
his first name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
name first, last name second, “Takehiko’ is the 
author's first name and “Inoue” is his last name. 





Glossary and Extraneous Background Information 


Eiroku 
Name of the era from 1558 to 1569. 


Hozoin Spear Technique 

Created by the Buddhist monk Kakuzenbo Hoin In’ei (1821-1607) of Hozoin 
Temple which was a sub-temple of Kofukuji Temple in Nara. This spear 
technique is typified by quick dexterous movements rather than the use of 
brute force 


Kami‘izumi Ise no Kami Hidetsuna (1508-1577(?)) 

The son of Kamiizumi Ise no Kami Hidetsugu, the lord of Kami‘izumi Castle 
in present-day Gunma Prefecture. Hidetsuna founded the Shinkage-ryu Style 
of sword fighting and was such an accomplished swordsman and military 
strategist that he was once recruited by the famed Takeda Shingen. 
Hidetsuna, however, declined the post, stating that he preferred to travel 
throughout the land so that he might perfect his swordsmanship. Many 
notable figures studied under Hidetsuna including the esteemed Yagyu 
Munenori and Hozoin In'ei. 


Kitabatake Tomonori (1528-1576) 
Ruler of Ise, which is located in Mie Prefecture, Tomonori is also said to 
have been a master of the Kashima Shinto Ryu. 


Sakushu 
Located in modern day Okayama Prefecture 


Sangen‘in Temple 
One of the main subtemples of Daitokuji Temple in Kyoto, 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of S 
The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of 
chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and 
the shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker and the land was effectively 
ruled autonomously by numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to 
expand their spheres of control, the daimyo were constantly at war with 
each other. One daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to 
unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his 
assassination in 1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of all 
of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became 
Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. Through a 
process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating an 
orderly federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1590, order was restored to 





Japan under Hideyoshi's rule. Hideyoshi’s death in 1598, however, 
presented the question of succession. Most of the daimyo from the domains 
in the west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Cian and its five-year-old heir, 
Toyotomi Hideyor. Tokugawa leyasu, however, leading the major daimyo from 
central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotom clan's leadership. The 
two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino (located in 
present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an overwhelming 
Victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would effectively rule Japan 
for the next 250 years. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he 
was appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji 
Takuan was an important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice was 
sought by influential and powerful figures such as Emperor Go Mizuno and 
the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori 
discussing Zen and swordsmanship entitled 7HE UVFETTERED MIND has 
become an influential treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial 
arts. The pickled daikon radish, ‘akan, also bears his name. 


Tsukahara Bokuden (1489-1571) 

Founder of the Kashima Shinto Ryu style of sword fighting. Bokuden was 
from the city of Kashima in modern day Ibaraki Prefecture and is famous for 
his sword training pilgrimages, which took him on travels throughout Japan. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu 
Munenori (1571-1646) was one of Tokugawa's key general's at the Battle of 
Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as the official fencing instructor of the 
Tokugawa Clan and in 1632 the Yagyu were appointed as the ametsuke— 
responsible for the surveillance of the daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan has 
been depicted in Kazuo Koike's LONE WOLF AND CUB as the plotters of the 
downfall of Itto Ogami, the general Japanese popular culture take on the 
Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, Munenor's son, Yagyu Jubei 
(1607-1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the people from 
evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1858) and the 
founder of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting Yoshioka Kempo 
mastered the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it to form 
the Yoshioka style. Inthe context of Inoue’s VAGABOND as well as in 
Yoshikawa's MUSASH), Yoshioka Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's sons 
who are historically thought to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on 
numerous occasions 


Japan's most celebrated 
samurai, sword-saint 
Miyamoto Musashi, wasn't 
always an enlightened war- 
rior-philosopher—for the path 
to greatness is filled with 


adversity and difficult life- 
decisions. Musashi wants to 
take on Yagyu Sekishusai, a 
man recognized by many to 
be the greatest living 
swordsman around. But 
Sekishusai is an 

man and Musashi is on the 
verge of killing him in his 
sleep. Will this act truly take 
Musashi further along the 
path to enlightenment by 
way of the sword? 
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